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Chehalis Tribe to Add Sports Betting
Next Steps:
• Formal notification about the
proposed compact amendment
will be conveyed to the Governor,
Legislature and others.
• The Senate Labor and Commerce
Committee and House Commerce
and Gaming Committee will hold
public hearings.
• The Gambling Commission will vote
at its public meeting on May 12, and
decide whether or not to forward the
proposed compact amendment to
the Governor.

Slots are a strong draw at the Lucky Eagle Casino. The Chehalis Tribe has been tentatively approved
to add sports betting to its offerings at the Rochester-area casino.

Lucky Eagle
Casino Waits Final
Approval Pending
Public Hearings

modernizing their gaming operations
and adding sports wagering to their
casinos,” said WSGC Chair Bud Sizemore.
“It also means a boost in funding for
programs to help people struggling with
problem gambling along with charitable
contributions and community impact
funding.”
By the Economic
Chairman
Harry
Pickernell, Sr. of the
Alliance of Lewis County
Chehalis Tribe said in
a press release, “The
A tentative agreement
Chehalis Tribe views
has been reached by
this updated Compact
the Washington State
as an expression of the
Gambling Commission
continued excellent working
and the Confederated Tribes
relationship between the
of the Chehalis Reservation to
Tribe and the State and the
add sports wagering, operate
continuation of the Tribe’s wellhigher wager limits and extend
regulated offer of safe gaming for
credit to customers of its Lucky
the citizens of the State of Washington.”
Eagle Casino in Rochester.
The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
“This amendment is an agreement
with the Confederated Tribes of the of 1988 provides that Indian tribes may
Chehalis Reservation to join other tribes conduct Class III gaming activities on

• If the Commission votes to forward
the Tribe’s amendment, it will be
sent to the Tribal Chair for final
consideration and signature.
• Once the Tribal Chair signs the
amendment, it will be sent to the
Governor for final consideration and
signature.
• After obtaining the signatures of
the Tribal Chair and the Governor,
the Tribe will send the amendment
to the Secretary of the United
States Department of Interior
for consideration, signature, and
publication in the Federal Register.

Indian lands when the gaming is conducted in conformance with a tribal-state
compact. RCW 9.46.360 provides that the
Gambling Commission negotiate those
compacts on behalf of the state. The Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation’s tribal state compact for Class III
gaming was originally signed on Dec. 21,
1992, and this is the sixth amendment.
Public comments regarding this compact
amendment may be submitted to compactcomments@wsgc.wa.gov.

Early Learning Center in Centralia Granted $900,000
Project Timeline
Has Center Opening
in Fall of 2023
By the Economic
Alliance of Lewis County

The Pacific Northwest Early Learning
Center in Centralia has
been awarded $900,000
from the state Early
Learning Facilities (ELF) Peter Abbarno
Capital Facilities ComState Rep.
R-Centralia
petitive Grant Program.
What Is the United Learning Center?
The Early Learning Center is a
collaborative educational experience for
children in Lewis County opening fall of
2023.
The Center will facilitate the
comprehensive education of Lewis
County’s youth through the founding
entities’ combined skills, resources, and
connections. The Center will consist of
a high-quality, affordable early learning

An architect’s drawing of the Early Learning Center under development across from The Chronicle
and adjacent to Centralia City Hall as located on Pearl Avenue.

program for working families, an afterschool mentorship program and summer
engagement opportunities through the
Boys & Girls Club of Lewis County, the
Discover! Children’s Museum, and the
nonprofit Bezos Academy which will
operate a preschool for low-income
families.
The Washington State Department of

Commerce, in partnership with the Department of Children, Youth, and Families announced $43.2 million in grants to
69 early learning projects across the state,
including the Centralia project. State Rep.
Peter Abbarno was instrumental in obtaining the grant.
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Executive director’s Corner

Hydrogen Project,
Post Covid Summit
Coming to Lewis County
Sign Up Now for ‘Covid
Unmasked’ Informational
Gathering in Chehalis
By Richard DeBolt
Executive Director
Economic Alliance of Lewis County

These are exciting
times for Lewis County
and your Economic
Alliance of Lewis County
is hosting two key events I believe
are important to our future business
environment.

Post Covid Summit

Set for June 15, this Post Covid
Summit will feature a panel of speakers
including state elected officials,
economists and representatives from
the Washington Policy Center. Topics
include supply chain disruptions, human
resources needs, logistics and the
changing times we are living in.
The “Covid Unmasked” event is
detailed in an advertisement on page 2
of this supplement to The Chronicle. We
have all been so impacted by impacts
of the Covid virus, which has now been
haunting us since March of 2001. It’s time
to put the virus in the rear-view mirror.
One of the aims of the Economic
Alliance of Lewis County is to assist
area businesses into profitability and
expansion. This summit will offer
practical ways to move forward as it
appears the virus is finally on the wane.

Hydrogen News Forthcoming
The headlines have been captivating:
“Centralia, Lewis County Can Expect
Multi-Million Dollar Hydrogen
Investment.”
I’m poised, with the assistance of
many partners, to reveal exciting news
of investment into Lewis County. We’ll
make the announcement on May 12
as elected officials gather for first the
news and then marketing and future
development needs.
Already the state Legislature has
funded $2.5 million to build the county’s
first hydrogen fueling station at the Port
of Chehalis Industrial Park off LaBree
Road. This is measuring up to being a
major opportunity for Lewis County for
decades to come.
I apologize for the wait, but it is
important to unveil this key development
by starting with bringing elected officials
together for a presentation. For the
public, a project of this depth will need
plenty of public hearings, allowing for the
participation and input from the citizens
of Lewis County.
The key to success, as always, is
building alliances among the many
entities that drive our county’s economy. It
is one of the reasons we changed our name
to the Economic Alliance of Lewis County.
I’m extremely heartened by
cooperation where in the past there were
too many people pulling in all sorts of
divergent directions and the defense of
turfs and fiefdoms that pop up over time.
It is Lewis County’s time to shine. Let’s
pull together for our common good.
•••
Richard DeBolt is a former state
Representative and House Minority Leader.

THURSTON-LEWIS-MASON CENTRAL LABOR COUNCIL
SPONSORED CONTENT

Labor foundation helps union families in need
BY THE FOUNDATION FOR
WORKING FAMILIES

The Foundation for Working Families is a
charitable nonprofit organization formed by the
affiliated unions of the Washington State Labor
Council, AFL-CIO to assist union members and
their families in times of hardship or disaster. As
you can imagine, the FFWF has been quite busy
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the past two years, the FFWF has delivered
thousands of $300 Fred Meyer gift cards to families suffering extraordinary hardship. That’s hundreds of thousands of dollars in donations to help
folks get through difficult times.
In addition, families that have experienced loss
due to natural disasters such as wildfires and floods
can apply for FFWF assistance.
Generous contributions are made to the FFWF

by unions and rank-and-file members throughout
Washington state—and those contributions are
making a real difference. The families the FFWF is
helping are extremely grateful for the assistance.
“I can’t thank you enough for the incredibly
generous Fred Meyer gift card,” Jessica wrote in
one of many thank-you notes the FFWF has received. “I used it to make a HUGE shopping run
of groceries that will help my family and me for a
long time. We are so grateful to you for your support during this strange and difficult time.”
Because the WSLC covers all administrative

and overhead costs of running the FFWF, 100% of
contributions—every single dollar—goes directly
to people in need.
“The Foundation for Working Families is
an important part of the WSLC and its affiliated
unions’ work,” said WSLC President Larry Brown.
“Helping families get through difficult times is
what unions have always done. We lift each other
up, particularly when some of us are struggling, so
we can get through those hard times and ultimately
share in the prosperity we have created together.”
Learn more about the Foundation for Working
Families at www.wslc.org/FFWF. You can also
make a contribution or apply for assistance there.
The Washington State Labor Council, AFLCIO is the largest labor group in the state. It represents some 600 union organizations, including the
Thurston-Lewis-Mason Counties Labor Council,
with more than 550,000 members statewide.
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Residents Oppose Centralia Golf Course Rezone
Proposal Has up
to 387 Housing
Units to be Built
at Former Armory
Hills Golf Course
By the Economic
Alliance of Lewis County

Residents living near the
former Armory Hills Golf
Course in Centralia adjacent
to Seminary Hill came out to
oppose a proposal to turn the
land into a housing development with up to 387 housing
units at Tuesday’s Centralia
CIty Council meeting.
The former golf course is
owned by the city, and located
in a valley between Seminary
Hill and Ham Hill. The property, according to an article
in The Chronicle, is currently
under a pending contract to
be sold to an undisclosed developer. The property, which
is located at the end of Duffy
Street in Centralia’s urban

growth area (UGA), was listed
with John L. Scott for $1.8 million.
The Centralia Planning
Commission is currently discussing the option of updating
the city’s comprehensive plan
regarding the 48.44-acre old
golf course property and its
subsequent rezoning for an allowance of two housing units
per acre to eight, according to
The Chronicle article.
The zoning change would
make the 48.44-acre property
go from a zoning classification
of R-2 to R-8 and would allow
the property to hold up to 387
housing units, up from 96.
At the April 14 Planning
Commission meeting where
the idea was workshopped,
dozens of people voiced opposition to the potential move.
There, they were told to contact the city council about
their objections after a lively
back-and-forth between the
concerned citizens and Centralia Community Development Director Emil Pierson,
who gave a presentation on
the rezoning possibility to the

commissioners.
One prevalent theme was
the hope that the old golf
course property would remain
an open natural area where
wildlife could continue to live
and where people could bring
their children for recreation.
“Thank you all for coming
and engaging your local government,” Smith Johnston said
as reported by The Chronicle.
“It may not feel like it, but you
are engaging early in the process. This is right now what’s
happening is we are looking
at the comprehensive plan and
the zoning is a part of that and
that’s one of the earliest possible stages. This issue currently
is with the planning commission. I know many of you attended the Planning Commission meeting. … There will be
a public hearing, I believe on
this topic at the next Planning
Commission meeting on May
12. That is another opportunity to provide your input.”
Citizen Jason Mattson stated on Facebook, “This piece
of land is not only a gorgeous
natural area, it also has a creek

The property formerly known as the Armory Hills Golf Course shows an
attractive pond and wetlands.

that runs through it that contributes to China Creek. As it
is well known, China Creek
is known for flooding. … I’m

sure I’m not the only one that
would hate all of the flood
mitigation work done on Gold
Street to be for nothing.”

propert y spotlight — for sale/lease in chehalis

Maurin Road
Industrial Site 2
The Port of Chehalis has a
prime property of six-plus
acres adjacent to Interstate 5
in the heart of the Chehalis
Industrial Park.

The Ryerson Centralia center is nearing completion at its Harrison Avenue
location.

• Cost – $1.8 million
• Zoned – Industrial
• Total lot size – 6.77 acres
• Sale or lease of this property
will include easement to
Maurin Road to the south for
access and utilities, through
the property to the east

For information on this property and others available throughout Lewis County
(or to list your industrial/commercial property for sale or lease), contact Economic
Alliance of Lewis County External Relations Manager Eric Sonnenberg at 208.206.5407
or eric@lewiscountyalliance.org, or go to lewisedc.com.

Why Is the United Learning
Center Vital to Our Community?
Architect’s drawing

Ryerson Centralia Center
Nears Completion
The Ryerson Centralia service
center located at 3010 Harrison
Ave. continues with its construction of its 215,000-square-foot
facility, with a hoped-for startup date in the second quarter of
this year. When it opens, Ryerson Centralia will employ about
50 to 60 employees initially with
possibilities for expansion. Once
operational, Ryerson will pro-

duce aluminum, stainless steel
and carbon steel into plates,
sheets, bars and tube products.
Ryerson is a leading value-added
processor and distributor of industrial metals, with operations
in the United States, Canada,
Mexico, and China. Founded in
1842, Ryerson has around 3,900
employees in approximately 100
locations.

In Lewis County, only approximately 25%
of children under five years of age have the
opportunity to participate in a quality child
care program; lack of child care centers playing
a large part in this. Center numbers are on the
decline, leaving families and children unable to
access programs that promote child success.
Parents of infants and young children all
across Washington struggle to find and afford
high-quality, licensed child care, often paying
more for child care than the cost of college
tuition.

for families in Lewis County, providing a highquality, no cost daycare with wraparound
services for families.
• To help children achieve Kindergarten
readiness.
• To build economic opportunities for Lewis
County through job creation and high-quality,
affordable programming.

Project Funding To-Date:

• Washington State Dept. of Commerce
funding — $3 million
• Discover! Children’s Museum Dept. of
• To provide a collaborative educational
Commerce
funding — $1 million
experience for children ages 3 to 18 years old,
•
City
of
Centralia REET funds — $1.9
including a quality early learning center for 80
million
kids, a state-of-the-art children’s museum, and
• TransAlta Coal Transition Board grant —
an after school mentorship program.
• To create an affordable childcare option $1 million

Project Goals:

CENTER:

Continued From Page C1

“When my children were
young, I remember how painful
it was financially and emotionally to find child care for our
children,” Abbarno stated in
a press release. “The sacrifices
and decisions we had to make
were difficult and I am proud
of the increasing investment
through the Legislature and the
capital budget, in particular.
“Washington state must
continue to do a better job investing in families and childcare,” said Abbarno, Assistant
Ranking Republican on the
House Capital Budget Committee. “Quality child care and
early learning helps struggling
families financially, opens up
educational and employment
opportunities for parents, and
helps prepare children for kindergarten.”
Early learning is a critical
part of the state’s essential infrastructure for both families
and our economy, said Commerce Director Lisa Brown
in an earlier release from the

Washington State Department
of Commerce.
“This investment in facilities
in our state will help communities ensure safe, secure ,and stable early learning opportunities are accessible for everyone,”
Brown said. “This is critical for
an equitable recovery for the
state’s economy and families,
and is vital to helping ensure
that children succeed.”
Commerce awarded projects in three categories: predesign ($20,000 award limit);
minor renovation and pre-development ($200,000 award
limit); and new construction
and major renovation ($1 million award limit). When making award decisions, Commerce and the Department of
Children, Youth, and Families
evaluated key project criteria
such as the number of early
learning spaces for kids from
low-income families, the project location relative to other
early learning facilities, and
projects located in rural locations and low-income neighborhoods, among other factors.
The grants provide financial
assistance to allow Early Child-

hood Education and Assistance Program contractors and
Working Connections Child
Care providers to plan, expand,
remodel, purchase or construct
early learning facilities and
classrooms.
In Washington state, it is
estimated that 117,884 families with young children live
in child care deserts. The early
learning facilities program,
slated to open in fall 2023,
makes it possible for child care
facilities to expand and serve
additional children in the 20th
Legislative District and beyond.
“Early learning has been a
priority of mine, especially representing communities located
in child care deserts,” added
Abbarno, R-Centralia. “Supporting early learning facilities through the capital budget,
as well as programs like Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library
and Fair Start for Kids, is something the parents and children
in my community want and
need. There are few better longterm investments in our communities and in our children
than early learning and child
care.”
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Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations Zipping Into White Pass
Scenic Byway Along
Highway 12 Set for
8 New Stations
By the Economic
Alliance of Lewis County

Electric vehicle drivers in
Lewis and Yakima counties
will soon have eight more options for charging their rides
along U.S. Highway 12.
Construction is set to begin on new stations along the
White Pass Scenic Byway this
spring, according to a press release.
Leading the infrastructure
expansion effort is Energy
Northwest, a Washington state
joint operating agency that operates one of the largest carbon-free energy portfolios in
the region. Energy Northwest
has been involved with electric vehicle infrastructure development since 2016 and has
overseen installation of 10 EV
charging stations throughout

eastern and central Washington. The addition of the White
Pass Scenic Byway stations
will bridge the charging gap
between eastern and western
parts of the state.
The project is a collaboration among EN, Lewis County
Public Utility District and
Twin Transit, with support
from White Pass Scenic Byway organization, Benton REA
and surrounding community
members.
“Highway 12 is integral for
east to west travel, with stretches of rural areas through Lewis,
Pierce and Yakima counties.
It’s designated as an underserved corridor for EV drivers,”
said Jennifer Harper, Energy
Northwest project developer.
“There was a desire and support
from local communities along
the route to bring this effort together.”
Energy Northwest secured
two grants to fund the infrastructure project — a $1.15
million grant from the Washington State Department of

Commerce’s Clean Energy
Fund and about $667,000 from
the TransAlta Coal Transition
Fund.
“Transportation is Washington’s largest source of polluting
greenhouse gas emissions, and
the 2021 State Energy Strategy
emphasizes the essential need
to improve the design and operation of our state’s transportation networks,” said Washington State Department of
Commerce assistant director
Michael Furze. “Establishing
charging infrastructure along
the White Pass Scenic Byway is
a necessary step towards electrifying Washington’s transportation sector. We support
Energy Northwest’s efforts
to connect communities and
the regions across our state by
making long distance electric
charging possible in this beautiful part of our state.”
Stations along the route will
include at least one DC fast
charger and one Level 2 charger at each site. Each location
will also have a White Pass

Courtesy Photo

Eight new charging stations are coming to the White Pass Scenic Byway.

Scenic Byway interpretive sign
highlighting nearby attractions and local information.
“The White Pass Scenic Byway is a beautiful drive and
there are amazing recreational
opportunities all along the way.
We’re thrilled that EV drivers
who want to get out and explore places like Mount Rainier,
Mount St. Helens or Mount
Adams can do so without the
worry of where they can charge
their vehicles,” said Maree Lerchen, White Pass Scenic Byway president.
Once the stations are online,

they will be listed for drivers to
find on the PlugShare website
and mobile application. The
stations are scheduled to be operational by the end of the year.
Energy Northwest develops,
owns and operates a diverse
mix of electricity generating
resources, including hydro, solar, battery storage and wind
projects – and the Northwest’s
only nuclear power facility. Energy Northwest comprises 27
public power member utilities
from across the state serving
more than 1.5 million customers.

White Pass Ski Area
Enjoys Strong Season
New Owners to
Limit Number of
Daily Passes Sold
By the Economic
Alliance of Lewis County

One final hurrah takes place
this weekend at the White Pass
Ski Area as it opens for a final
weekend from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
today (Saturday) and Sunday.
The ski resort, located along
U.S. Highway 12 on the Yakima/
Lewis
County
borderline,
was sold and is under new
ownership. The new owners
enjoyed significant snowfall and
a snow-happy April made it one
of the best seasons in memory.
An article in the Yakima
Herald-Republic stated the
season will go down as the
second-best year in the
company’s history. The new
owners plan to double the size
of its mid-mountain lodge while
adding more buildings for guest

services.
New General Manager Rikki
Cooper announced new season
pass sales details.
“White Pass is a home away
from home for many of you, and
we want to make sure that our
core customers can continue to
purchase a season pass despite
growing interest in visiting our
gem of a ski area,” she stated
in a press release. “I recognize
that the increased interest must
be balanced so that we do not
invite too many people to the
party and dilute the quality
experience we have come to
expect. With these goals in mind,
White Pass will be limiting the
number of Unlimited Season
Passes available.”
She said the resort will no
longer exceed the number of
guests from the 2021/22 season.
“I know we all miss the good
old days of deciding to take
the family skiing on a whim
on Saturday morning, but our
growing customer base makes

A drawing of the runs at White Pass Ski Area.

that memory all but impossible is simply not in the best interest
to
resurrect,”
she
said. of our customers or ultimately,
”Increasing profitability while of the company.”
sacrificing customer experience
She
said
advanced

reservations will help the resort
manage the hill and not have to
turn families away who might
have driven three hours or more.

Second Hearing Set on
YMCA Mineral Lake Camp
By the Economic
Alliance of Lewis County

The Lewis County Planning Commission will hold
a second public meeting to
consider the YMCA’s proposal
to rezone approximately 500
acres of lands north of Mineral
Lake from Forest Resource
Land to Master Plan Resort.
YMCA stated in their application that they intend to develop a youth camp including
cabin and tent sites for roughly
400 campers and 100 staff, as
well as trails and a dock.
The Planning Commission
held a workshop last week and

a second one is set for 6 p.m.
Tuesday, May 24.
The first opportunity for
the public to provide comments to the Planning Commission will be set following
the second workshop. It is anticipated that the public may
begin submitting written testimony on the proposal starting June 9. A public hearing,
where the public is invited to
provide oral testimony to the
Planning Commission, is tentatively scheduled for June 28.
The project has been met by
resistance by many in the East
Lewis County town of Mineral. Courtesy map
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