
By The Economic Alliance of Lewis County

In his first action as Commissioner of 
Public Lands, newly-inaugurated Dave 
Upthegrove announced last week an 
approximately six-month pause on 23 
Washington State Department of Natu-
ral Resources timber harvests in com-
plex mature forests, including lands in 
Lewis, Thurston, Grays Harbor and Pa-
cific counties.

• The Nash is an 149-acre timberland 
in Lewis County, located three miles 
west of Mossyrock. The minimum bid 
was $14.1 million. The Nash property 
was set to go out to bid on March 27.

• The Auger In 64-acre timberland 
sale in Pacific County, about six miles 
west of Pe Ell, was also put on pause. The 
minimum bid on that property was set 
at $695,000.

• The Suzie Q property was set to 
go out for bid on March 27. The land is 
located about five miles southwest of 
Porter on 73 acres with Douglas Fir the 
dominant timber. The minimum bid 
was set at $936,000. 

• Two parcels were up for sale in 
Thurston County, the Sizzler for $1.93 
million and the Sparrow Hawk for $1.92 
million.

During this pause, the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) will deploy 

cutting-edge technology to better iden-
tify and map the characteristics of the 
forests the agency manages to effectively 
meet DNR’s Policy for Sustainable For-
ests of conserving 10% to 15% of struc-
turally complex forests.

“Forests define Washington — they 
are vital to our habitats, to our commu-
nities, and our economy,” said Commis-
sioner Upthegrove. “I want to ensure that 
our forests will continue to work sustain-
ably for the people of Washington for 
generations to come. This timeout will 
help us make that a reality.”

Older forests are critical as they store 
and sequester carbon, an important tool 
to address climate change. They also 
support biodiverse habitats and provide 
recreation opportunities.”

Over the next six months, DNR ex-
perts will develop the necessary criteria 
to protect these older forests while en-
suring a sustained level of harvests that 
will produce the timber needed to build 
homes, hospitals and schools.

“I will also be using this time to 
meet with our beneficiaries, tribes, 
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Thankful to now live 
with a post-woke economy
By Luke Moerke

Chair — Economic Alliance of Lewis County

This will be the last article I write as 
the chair of the Economic Alliance of 
Lewis County. After Feb. 7, I’ll officially 
sunset as chair, and Stuart Cavness will 
take up the position. I wish him the best 
in the endeavor. 

I’m thankful for the 
opportunity to serve the 
community in this role as 
chair, and I did my best to 
oversee one of the leading 
economic advocates in 
our community. I believe 
we have helped the county, cities and 
outlying rural towns to make the best of 
funds available to improve the economic 
climate in Lewis County. 

There is much more work to do, but 
I think everyone on staff at the Alliance 
has done an outstanding job juggling the 
ins and outs of reporting, job acquisitions, 
new inquiries, moving locations and 
hosting various events over the year.

And now, we are moving into a new 
year. Not just any new year, though, 
but one that is ripe with some renewed 
optimism that I have witnessed in many 
in the community. 

The “Trump effect” is real. I have 
personally talked with homeowners and 
other contractors who were “on the fence” 
about new business prospects before the 
election, pending the outcome. Now that 
Trump is in office, I know that a lot of 
those people are much more optimistic 
about their ability to pursue new projects 
on the horizon. 

This might only be wishful thinking 
that the federal election could have that 
much effect in our area, but business 
climate and confidence in the economy is 
a real thing that has real effects.

Love him or hate him, Trump’s 
policies tend to instill confidence in the 
economy, and that sentiment is shared by 
a lot of people who live in our area. 

Do you struggle to understand this? 
Let me take a crack at explaining it.

We have grown accustomed to hating 
the government. Why? Because they do 
stupid things. Ok, maybe it’s not quite 
that simple, but often it is simple. 

One very loud minority frequently 
has a majority effect on policies and 
legislation. This loud minority usually 
advocates for special programs or policies 
that feign concern for some downtrodden 
person, place, or thing. 

That is all well and good to a certain 
degree. Let’s help those who are poor 
or who have gone through a rough or 
traumatic experience and need help back 
on their feet. But what I have grown very 
tired of is the “experts” telling you how 
much you should drive, or what you 
should drive, or whether the last couple of 
years of storms are all pointing to doom 
soon if we don’t tax fossil fuels more. 

All this when unbiased evidence 
doesn’t support those predictions.

From my perspective, today’s climate 
policies are a bunch of hogwash. The 
government ends up mandating policies, 
like EV mandates, that are unsustainable 
and that our electric grid won’t even 
support. 

Case in point is the Washington 
climate policy that has taxed businesses 
for some impressive revenue, yet we now 
have some of the highest gas prices in the 
country. 

Where is the money going? Can we be 
sure it will save us from the impending 
doom or melting glaciers? Yeah right. We 
just need more taxes, right? No thank you. 

Trump’s admonition to return the 
nation to common sense is something 
that I think a lot of us feel in our bones. 
We need to be willing to act on those 
senses.

Yes, I still support science and 
evidence-based research. But I am 
looking forward to Trump weeding out 
politically driven figure heads from our 
decision-making bodies. Unfortunately, 
we still live in Washington, so we’ll have 
plenty more battles in the forefront.

All that said, I’m committed to 
continue fighting for our local economy 
and the good of our neighbors and their 
welfare. That is what I will try to make 
sure the Economic Alliance does also. 

I pray for peace in our time and 
economic prosperity for our community. I 
appreciate the new hope that has surfaced, 
and I pray you will join me in wishing the 
goodwill of others around you and look 
for common sense in your legislators and 
leaders in your sphere of influence. 

God bless Lewis County.
•••

Luke Moerke was born and raised 
in Lewis County and owns Exodus 
Engineering.

By The Economic Alliance of Lewis County

According to a report on GeekWire, 
First Mode filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy in late December as the Seattle-
based clean tech company with op-
erations at the former TransAlta mine 
continues to explore alternatives after 
its majority shareholder stopped provid-
ing capital.

First Mode opened an operation at 
the Centralia TransAlta plant in Oc-
tober of 2022  to test greener mining 
equipment.

At the Centralia site, trucks were 
retrofitted with hybrid batteries and hy-
drogen fuel cell engines and tested in a 
real-world mining environment.

Between 10 and 30 employees 
worked at the proving site on any given 
day.

The TransAlta coal-fired Centralia 
plant is expected to permanently close 

in 2025 based on an agreement and bill 
signed in 2011 by Gov. Chris Gregoire, 
the TransAlta Energy Transition Bill.

GeekWire reported that Anglo 
American, a global mining company 
which took ownership of First Mode last 
year in a $1.5 billion transaction, halted 
funding to First Mode. The company 
then explored a potential sale but was 
unable to find a buyer.

Court documents show that First 
Mode initiated a Chapter 11 bankrupt-
cy process with the support of Anglo 
American to help sell assets and wind 
down the business.

First Mode has nearly $100 million 
in total liabilities and has reduced its 
workforce from 228 employees to 66 
people over the past year, according to 
bankruptcy documents.

It’s been a rocky year for First Mode, 
which launched in 2018 and aims to 

reduce carbon emissions for mining 
trucks and other heavyweight vehicles 
such as freight locomotives.

In late December of 2024 First Mode 
reported that 65 of its workers in Wash-
ington state are being laid off.

The layoffs were cited by the state’s 
Employment Security Department. The 
reported job reductions represent nearly 
40% of First Mode’s Washington state 
workforce in Seattle and Centralia.

“Despite efforts to revisit non-labor 
costs, significantly reducing recruit-
ment, and terminating most contract 
labor to avoid headcount reductions, we 
still are not able to achieve the cost ba-
sis required and therefore must propose 
headcount reductions going forward,” 
First Mode CEO Julian Soles said in an 
email that was sent to employees in ad-
vance of the notice, as reported in Gee-
kWire.

First Mode Photo

First Mode had been testing its mining equipment at its proving grounds in Centralia. 

DNR places six-month pause on timberlands
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First Mode files for bankruptcy in 
downfall for clean trucking company

Ellen M. Banner / The Seattle Times

Dave Upthegrove, Washington’s new commissioner of public lands, leans against the Daniel J. Evans 
coastal redwood tree in Olympialast week, his first day in office. The tree is named in honor of the 
former governor. 

Tracts in Lewis, Thurston, 
Grays Harbor and Pacific 
counties will develop criteria 
for conserving older forests

DNR

The Department of Revenue uses timber sales to generate revenue for public institutions, such as schools, universities, and hospitals. The DNR also uses 
timber sales to improve forest health, enhance wildlife habitats, and respond to disease and insect outbreaks. 
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Express Iron Works based in Cheha-
lis recently joined as a member with the 
Economic Alliance of Lewis County, and 
has deep roots with the organization.

Owned and operated by Alberto Ro-
driguez, who does the estimation, sets 
up the material to be used and puts out 
bids. He immigrated from Puerto Rico 

decades ago, where he learned the busi-
ness from his father.

He eventually found his way to Lewis 
County, along with his wife Glenda. 

A welder by trade, he managed a com-
pany that fabricated specialty wheels for 
TransAlta. 

Here’s where the roots come in. He 
met Buck Hubbert, who passed away in 
December of 2023. Hubbert owned Tires 
Inc., and Alberto and Buck worked to-
gether. Buck was the president and a ma-
jor mover and shaker with the Economic 
Development Council, the forerunner of 
the Economic Alliance of Lewis County.

“Buck Hubbert was my mentor and 
always looked out for me,” Alberto said. 

“He was a good friend.”
Alberto opened his business in 2001 

in Chehalis, and now has about seven 
people working for him. His wife Glenda 
does the paperwork, the books.

He takes on big projects, from the 
Chehalis High School baseball fields to 
Penny Playground to Centralia College to 
the Chehalis pool, and all manner of resi-
dential projects. The company installs 
gates and fences (They also do repairs) in 
Lewis, Thurston and Cowlitz counties. 

“We started out doing quality work 

and we still do 24 years later,” Alberto 
said.

They have a team of certified welders 
that allows them to fabricate and custom-
ize fencing and gates to give clients exact-
ly what they’re looking for.

Express Iron Works is licensed, bond-
ed and insured. They provide free esti-
mates and their team is also bi-lingual.

•••
216 Romermann Road

Chehalis
(360) 262-9999
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Member Spotlight

Lenee Langdon

Project Coordinator  - Tourism Alliance
February in Lewis County is filled 

with events that celebrate love, com-
munity and connection. 

Whether you’re planning a roman-
tic evening, family-friendly outing, or 
some well-deserved self-care, there’s 
something for everyone. 

Here’s your guide to the month’s 
most exciting happenings, with infor-
mation on how to get involved even 
without online links.

Feb. 9 – Sweet Treats  
Pop-Up at Belle & Co

Start your Valentine’s and Super 
Bowl prep at Belle & Co’s exclusive 
pop-up sale in Chehalis. From 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., stop by Von Moos Insurance 
Group at 470 N Market St. for hand-
made treats, including:

• Cookie cards, perfect for teachers, 
friends, and loved ones

• DIY cookie kits for a fun activity
• Mini Valentine cakes and dessert 

boxes
• Super Bowl-themed dessert boxes
This event is first-come, first-serve, 

so get there early to snag your favor-
ites.

Feb. 10 – Packwood Annual  
Crab Feed and Auction

Don’t miss the Annual Crab Feed 
and Auction in Packwood, a beloved 
community tradition. 

Feast on fresh crab and bid on 
auction items while supporting local 
causes.

Tickets and raff le entries can be 
purchased in advance or at the door. 
For more details, visit the Packwood 
Improvement Club website by search-
ing for “Packwood Annual Crab Feed” 
or contacting local event coordinators 
in Packwood.

Feb. 14 – Celebrate love  
at Longmire Springs

Spend Valentine’s or Galentine’s 
Day at Longmire Springs with an eve-
ning of indulgence and good vibes. For 
just $25, enjoy a curated taster tray 
featuring chocolate and beverage pair-
ings:

• Barley Wine with smoke-salted 
chocolate caramel

• Vanilla Stout with a dark salted 
chocolate chunk cookie

• Porter with strawberry chocolate 
red and white mushrooms

• Hazy Pale with Mexican hot choc-
olate marshmallow

The Oyster Boys will also be on-site 
with fresh grilled or chilled oysters. 
Wrap up the night with a “Love Songs” 
edition of Music Bingo. A portion of 
the proceeds will benefit Livable Pack-
wood. Contact Longmire Springs for 
more details or visit their venue in 
person to learn more.

Feb. 15 – Grandparents 
Sweetheart Dance

Bring your loved ones to the 
Grandparents Sweetheart Dance at the 
Winlock-Olequa Senior Center. Start-
ing at 1 p.m., this family-friendly event 
includes dancing, snacks, raff les and 
a photo booth to capture cherished 
memories. Music will be provided by 
Massive Productions.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 
for children. Visit the Senior Center or 
call their office for more information 
on ticket purchases.

Feb. 15 – Valentine’s Afterglow  
at The Headquarters Tavern

Join this 21-plus event in Mineral 
for a morning of self-care and connec-
tion. Starting at 10 a.m., participants 
can enjoy a crystal singing bowl sound 
bath and guided meditation led by Niki. 
Breakfast and mimosas will also be 
served, creating a serene and indulgent 
experience.

After the meditation, stick around 
as the tavern opens at noon for tattoos, 
card readings, and more fun. 

Pre-registration is required due to 
limited spots. For tickets, contact Niki 
through The Wandering Clover on 
Facebook or text her directly at 425-760-
8368.

•••
This February, Lewis County is of-

fering something for everyone. Whether 
you’re celebrating with loved ones, en-
joying family fun or treating yourself, 
these events promise to warm your heart 
and brighten your winter. Save the dates, 
find the details, and make this month 
unforgettable.

Fall in love 
with Lewis 
County

Photo Provided  by The Chronicle

Celebrate love at Longmire Springs

Owner Alberto
Rodriguez opened in 2001

Express Iron Works 
has deep roots with LC 
economic development Express Iron Works photos

Express Iron Works based in Chehalis puts together fencing and gates of all kinds. 

A fencing project at the Chehalis Riverside Golf Club.

Unforgettable February 
events to warm your heart

Photo Provided 

Sweet Treats Pop-Up at Belle & Co.

Photo Provided 

Packwood Annual Crab Feed and Auction.
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Vader Property Offers a 
Wide Range of 
Commercial Endeavors

PRO PER T Y FE AT U R E S:
• 30 Acres
• 800 Amp, 3-phase power 
• Bioswale, storm water system 
• Industrial and commercial 

zoning
• All major utilities available  

to site
• 20 Foot clear height in 

warehouse 
• 3 Grade level doors 
• Concrete f loor slabs 
• Access to bnsf main line  

railroad 
• Tower off ice and/or apartment  
• 1 30,000 Gallon capacity 

water tower
• Active licenses include: towing, 

impound, dealership, wrecking 
• 12 RV hookups

PRO PE R T Y D E S C R I P T I O N:
This expansive property encompasses 
approximately 30 acres of versatile 
industrial land, making it an 

exceptional opportunity for a wide 
range of commercial endeavors.
Within the property, a substantial 
15,400-square-foot warehouse serves 
as the centerpiece, offering ample 
industrial uses.
Situated within the city limits of 
Vader, all parcels are fully connected 
to essential utilities, including 3-phase 
power, water, and sewer, ensuring that it 
is well-equipped for immediate use. The 
property also holds diverse and valuable 
licenses, including active towing, 
impound, dealership and wrecking 
licenses, which add significant business 
potential.
At the time of sale, the property will 
be delivered vacant, providing a blank 
canvas for the new owner to customize 
according to their needs. 
One of the unique aspects of this 
property is its access to a tranquil 
creek, offering a serene natural element 
that enhances its appeal. Additionally, 
the property’s proximity to the BNSF 
main line railroad boosts its logistical 
convenience, making it an ideal choice 
for businesses reliant on transportation 
and distribution.

Strategically located between Seattle 
and Vancouver, this property offers 
significant potential for development, 
making it an exceptional investment in 
a prime location. The property is also 
available for lease, providing f lexible 
options for businesses looking to 
expand or establish a presence in the 
area.

FI V E PA RC EL S:
The property is also divided up into five 
parcels, with price tags from $200,000 
to $3.7 million which can be viewed at 
https://samecinvestments.com/listing/
expansive-30-acre-industrial-property-
with-warehouse/

INDUSTRIAL - PROPERT Y SPOTLIGHT 
Expansive 30-Acre property with warehouse - 747 Atlas Road, Vader - $7 million

environmental groups, industry, and the 
public in a transparent process to get their 
input and build support for protecting 
these vital forests,” said Commissioner 
Upthegrove. “I know how essential timber 
is to Washington, and DNR foresters are 
on the cutting edge of ensuring harvests 
are done sustainably and responsibly. 
But with so much contention regarding 
recent timber sales, it’s apparent we need 
to stop, take a breath, and revisit how to 
meet the targets laid out in the agency’s 
timber management plans. This pause 
does not mean Washington will harvest 
less — it will simply lead to a change to 
where we harvest and the type of forests 
we conserve.”

The pause on sales applies to forests 

defined as Maturation II. That means 
they have an understory with diverse 
species growing beneath the canopy, 
small gaps appearing due to natural dis-
turbances like wind, and a relatively low 
presence of large fallen logs or standing 
dead trees.

Protecting them is valuable for pro-
viding habitat, conserving carbon, and 
ensuring biodiversity across Washing-
ton’s forests.

DNR staff has identified 23 sales 
meeting these criteria planned for the 
first half of 2025. This constitutes 28% of 
all sale acres for 2025.

Some paused sales could be recon-
figured and brought forward to auction 
once the criteria to exclude structurally 
complex forests that are critical to carbon 
storage and habitat biodiversity are devel-
oped.

TIMBER: 
Continued From Page B1

Erika Schultz / The Seattle Times, 2024

Clouds glide through the Cabbage Patch timber sale in Washington’s Capitol State Forest last March. 
Dave Upthegrove, the state’s new commissioner of public lands, has paused cutting unprotected, 
older forests on state trust land, fulfilling a campaign promise. 


